
 1 

17th Sunday B 2009 
 
2 Kings 4:42-44; Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6: 1-15 
 
Look who showed up?  God is here.  Do you think so?  After a year in our new 
surroundings, mass looks pretty much the same.  Fr. Ken says that every time we come 
to Mass we have the right to encounter God.  Do we expect to?  Where is He in the 
sameness of mass Sunday after Sunday?  Should we hope for something special, how 
about something supernatural?     
 
Frankly, I think it is more amazing how intricately the world operates in its mundane 
daily fashion than an interruption to the normal order.  But, like most, I have lost the 
wonder of the daily and look for the drama of the exceptional.   
 
Those 5 thousand families on the mountain saw that kind of special presence.  The one 
hundred companions of the prophet Elisha were amazed at being fed from twenty 
barley loaves.  Do we require that kind of suspension of chemistry and physics to 
experience the presence of God? 
 
And once we encounter the spectacular like those people on the mountain, so what?  
What does it mean?  Five loaves, two fish, all fed, baskets of leftovers, impressive, so 
what?  Vote him king? Is that what it was about? 
 
Some of these answers are hinted at in how these verses are phrased.  Some of it is 
hinted at in the Greek words used.  So everybody take out your Greek Bibles.   
 
“Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and distributed them.”  Fr. Ken will do the same at 
this altar. 
 
The Greek word used for “giving thanks” is “eucharisteo”, the root of the word we use 
for eucharist.   
 
The Greek word used to describe the leftover fragments that filled the 12 baskets is the 
same word that early Christians used for “hosts”. 
 
Following the miraculous multiplication of the loaves, Jesus announced, “I am the bread 
of life.”  In what bread do we find Jesus present? 
 
In this miraculous feeding of the five thousand, we recognize our common mass.   
 
When we come to this altar, will we experience the same wonder as those at the 
mountain?  And in hearing the permission to do so, why might we not? 
 
I suggest that answer might be found with the man from Baal-shalishah who gave his 
first fruits to Elisha and the boy who offered the loaves and fish. 
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The man from Baal-shalishsh gave even though they were experiencing a famine.  
What made him think he and his family would be able to survive after Elisha and his 
company of 100 prophets received his first fruits?  What kind of gift was that? 
 
On the mountain with Jesus, they did not have enough for the 5000 families and they 
turned to a boy to provide in their scarcity.  Of the fish and bread that the boy had, how 
much did the boy keep for himself and his family?  None of it.  He gave all that he had. 
 
And having given what they had, God provided miraculously for all. 
 
Some years ago, I went to a church conference where the speaker challenged us to 
evangelize:  to take Jesus to people and bring people to Jesus.  It is commonly said that 
the second biggest denomination in the US is fallen away Catholics.  If they had 
received the greatest message in the world, why had they fallen away?  Was it 
something we said?  Maybe.    
 
We try to do things to make it easier for folks to join us.  We build nice buildings.  We 
have good liturgy, we have music that draws.  We try to clear away those obstacles that 
had gotten in their way to be part of Church. 
 
Our speaker suggested that maybe part of the problem is in our trying to make Church 
easy for them.  Church wasn’t easy for the early Christians.  For many of them to 
become a Christian was signing their death warrant.  This small cult, devoted to a 
deceased preacher from Palestine, grew in reputation when they chose death rather 
then to denounce Jesus.  The world knows of Jesus today in part because these 
martyrs withheld nothing from the one who gave his all for them.  People of the 
Mediterranean were drawn to discover what kind of god could command such self-less 
devotion. 
 
The speaker asked us to compare this with how people in our culture today aspire to 
acquire the promise of life.  We look for a maximum return on our investment.  We want 
to achieve with the least pain and receive with the most pleasure.  And what we obtain 
we are anxious about losing.  Often our anxiety of loss is only increased with each 
increase of possession.  Does that satisfy?  Is all that really living?  Living with the fear 
of loss is death to one’s vitality, to one’s spirit. 
 
So what about those people who seem to have the joy of life?  How do they find it?  The 
speaker suggested something that has stayed with me all these years: 
 
One does not truly live, until one finds what is worth dying for. 
 
Parents understand this.  What parent has not asked God to take them so as to spare 
their child who was terminally ill?  That is love.  To live without having that kind of love is 
not living. 
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Those who truly live with a joy, have found that for which is worth giving it all, even unto 
death. 
 
You see, God incarnate, loved us so much, that he withheld nothing from us, even unto 
the cross.   
 
Does one imagine that God only wants part of us in return? 
 
The man from Baal-shalishah and the boy on the mountain knew how to give.  Look 
what God did with that. 
 
When we invite people to meet Jesus, do we tell them that it is easy or do we tell them 
that He is worth it all?  Do we act like we are willing to give him our all.  Do we show that 
joy that comes when we can face even death, knowing that we belong to Jesus? 
 
To be selfless like that isn’t within our personal ability, but we can be open to God’s 
grace to be able give as Jesus gives.  Then we’ll be able to give our all to God and to 
each other without anxiety, without fear and with complete abandonment to love of God 
and each other.   
 
In the normal routine of coming to the altar each Sunday, imagine experiencing the 
wonder of the mountain, that other “eucharisteo” when the Bread of Life was 
miraculously shared with the 5000, when a boy gave all he had to God, so that God 
could provide for all. 
 
Look who showed up?  God is here.  He’s easier to see if you give yourself to him and 
allow him to give himself to you. 
 


